
Mth 251 Exam - sample problems [This test requires a scantron.]

Bent Petersen 251f2004-samp.tex Dec 7, 2004 Time: 110 minutes.

Instructions: =⇒
If you do not read the in-
structions, then how will
you know what to do?
Read them now.

Be sure to enter all
required information on
the scantron.

Section number: 060

• This test is multiple-choice. You must mark your answer on the provided scantron. Be-
fore you begin, fill in all the required information on the scantron.

• Fill in the appropriate bubbles for your information and for your answers on the scant-
ron very carefully.

• You may use one 8.5× 11 inch note sheet prepared in advance. You may write on both
sides of your note sheet.

• Note sheets may not be shared. If you do not bring a note sheet you will have to do
without any help notes.

• You may not use any books, notebooks, additional note sheets nor note cards.

• You are expected to have a simple scientific calculator available for use on this test.
Calculators and other equipment may not be shared.

• You may use a simple graphics calculator but not a laptop computer nor any device
capable of extensive symbolic manipulation (other than your own brain).

There are 4problems.

Problem 1. Let f(x) = (1 + x)−1/3. Compute the Taylor-Maclaurin polynomial (Taylor polynomial centered at
the origin or Maclaurin polynomial) of degree 2 for f(x).

A.) 1− x + x2 B.) 1− x/3− x2/9

C.) 1− x/3 + x2/9 D.) 1− x/3 + 2x2/9 E.) None of the above.

←Write letter corresponding to your answer here and mark it on the scantron (Problem 1).

Problem 2. Let g(x) = (1 + x)1/3. The Taylor-Maclaurin polynomial (Taylor polynomial centered at the origin
or Maclaurin polynomial) of degree 2 for g(x) is

1 +
1

3
x−

1

9
x2.

Use this Taylor polynomial to approximate g(0.1). Choose the number closest to your result from the list below.

A.) 1.033333 B.) 1.032222

C.) 1.031111 D.) 1.032280 E.) 1.034444

←Write letter corresponding to your answer here and mark it on the scantron (Problem 2).

Problem 3. Find the solution y of the ordinary differential equation

dy

dx
= y−1

(

x + x3
)

which satisfies y = 1 when x = 1. Then find the value of y which corresponds to x = 3.

A.) 1 B.) 2

C.) 4 D.) 8 E.) None of the above.

←Write letter corresponding to your answer here and mark it on the scantron (Problem 3).



Problem 4. A rectangular box (with a top and with a square base) is to be made from 48 square inches of material.
Find the maximum volume that can be obtained.

A.) 31/
√

2 in3 B.) 32/
√

2 in3

C.) 29/
√

2 in3 D.) 26/
√

2 in3 E.) None of the above.

←Write letter corresponding to your answer here and mark it on the scantron (Problem 4).

The actual final exam will have bewteen 10 and 20 problems. Some of the problems will resemble the ones above.


