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	Goals and Objectives 
The goal of this workshop is to teach you how to plan your distance learning degree program. You will learn to evaluate various ways to construct the Liberal Studies (LS) and other degrees, and see which option best fits your interests, goals, and background. You will then work with your advisor to draft a degree plan. 

Whatever degree you already may wish to pursue, you should still do the first, non-degree specific lessons before jumping to your interest area because these lessons provide general information that apply to all degrees at EOU. You will be directed when to skip the LS lessons and go on to the details about the degree program that most interest you. Of course, if you are completely undecided about which degree program you wish to pursue, you should study all the lessons. 

The main outcome of the Degree Planning Workshop will be a viable draft degree plan that will allow you to go forward in completing your major at EOU. Always keep your goal in mind as you go through the workshop and work on your studies: you want to develop a successful degree plan and progress through to graduation. The latest statistics from the US Census show that 24.4% of individuals ages 25 and older have completed a bachelor's degree or more. This Degree Planning Workshop is designed to help you be one of them. 

At times during this workshop you will be directed to communicate with your advisor in addition to communicating with Liz Burton (burtone@eou.edu) and Chris Cronin (ccronin@eou.edu), your instructors. Liz Burton maintains the workshop. Liz's, Chris's and other participating advisors' workshop roles and correspondence information can be found in "Staff Information" to your left.
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	Policies and Procedures 
The course is open only to students who have (1) gone through Orientation, (2) been admitted to Eastern, and (3) enrolled in the workshop to receive a login and password. 

This workshop is designed for students who live outside of Oregon. In-state students normally take a Degree Planning Workshop at one of the many local Oregon sites shown in DDE's Four Term Schedule, although they may opt to take this online workshop with their advisor's approval. 

Students who enroll in this course must have an Internet account that includes email and graphical web browsing and must be able to use either Netscape Communicator 4.5 or higher or Microsoft Internet Explorer 4.5 or higher. Earlier versions of the Netscape and Microsoft browsers lack the capability to handle features in the course's Web-based software. In addition, early versions of Netscape 6.0 may have difficulty handling crucial features of this learning environment.

	[image: image8.png]



	Required Texts 
The "texts" for this course are EOU's Academic Catalog (available online at http://www2.eou.edu/catalog/), a current copy of DDE's Four-Term Schedule, and the online resources that are accessible through Web links in the "Lesson Resources" section at the top of each lesson. You also must have access to a copy of your EOU evaluated transcript. 

You will find additional helpful information online by clicking on relevant Web links provided for you.
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	How to Proceed: First Steps and Basic Operating Principles 
NAVIGATING IN THE BLACKBOARD ENVIRONMENT 

As you know by now, this workshop takes place in the Blackboard learning environment. You will find a button called "Course Map" at the bottom of the left-hand menu that provides information about how Blackboard works as a learning environment. 

Navigating Blackboard is fairly simple: it is based on a Web technology called "frames." In practical terms, this means that the menus above and to the left do not change. Instead, when you choose items from those menus, the content in the large field to the right changes, and the "back" and "forward" commands of your browser should take you to prior frame instructions. 

In some cases, a Web site called up in a frame will wipe out your "back" and "forward" capabilities (especially a site external to Blackboard like the Microsoft site). In that case, go to the very top of the Blackboard menu, choose "Home," and find your way back to where you were. 

Your instructors have designed the course so you will primarily move through Web links, rather than constantly jumping to the left-hand menu for access to things like the discussion forums you will use when doing assignments for some lessons. At the same time, you will need to jump to the left-hand menu for end-of-lesson quizzes, so play around and become familiar with the different "rooms and corridors" of Blackboard. 

ASSIGNMENT #1: Jump in and create a home page for yourself that will familiarize you with your instructor, advisor, other participating advisors, and other participating students. The is a very important resource that provides a sense of personal connection and helps everyone in the discussion board better understand the relevance of individual questions and responses 

CREATING YOUR HOME PAGE AND VIEWING OTHER PARTICIPANTS' HOME PAGES 

Creating Your Home Page 

1. Choose "Tools" from the left-hand menu. 
2. Select "Edit Your Homepage." 
3. Fill in fields for Intro Message, Personal Information, a photograph if you have one, and a list of favorite web sites and descriptions of what they are. 

Viewing Other Participants' Home Pages 

1. Choose "Communication" in the left-hand menu. 
2. Choose "Roster." 
3. Click on "List All by Last Name" and click "List All" again. 
4.Clicking on any participant's name will bring up her or his homepage if there is one. 

HOW THE WORKSHOP WORKS 

The workshop works on two concurrent levels: the set of on-line interactions in the Blackboard environment and your private communications with the advisor assigned to you. The Blackboard interactions are required for full experience of the course. 

Your communication with your advisor will supplement those interactions and finally result in working with that person to draft a degree plan separately from the Blackboard activities. Your advisor will remain with you throughout your course of study, so be sure to stay in touch with your advisor and always feel free to ask your advisor questions. 

Your Blackboard activities consist of three main activities: 

1. Reading your lessons (go to "Course Material" in the left-hand menu), 
2. Participating in the discussion boards (go to "Communication" in the left-hand menu or jump straight from assignments at the end of certain lessons, and 
3. Completing self check quizzes (Go to "Assignments" and choose "Quizzes.")



If you wish to print out the lessons in this workshop, you will find a Web link at the top of each lesson that will take you to an HTML text file which will be printable from your browser. 

After reading the information in this "Course Information" section and completing its three assignments, begin the lessons in "Course Material" and the general process of the course will quickly become apparent. 

ASSIGNMENT #2: Post a message to the Discussion Board letting your instructors, advisor, and other participants know that you have begun the workshop. 

ASSIGNMENT #3: Send an e-mail to Liz Burton at burtone@eou.edu to her know that you have begun the workshop. (See "Staff Information" in the left-hand menu.)
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	Pacing: How to Know If You Are Moving Too Fast or Too Slow 
The DP workshop is self-paced; some students go through it in a week or less while others take the full six weeks. The best pace is the one that will allow you to learn all that you need to know to plan your degree and progress with your studies. That pace will vary from student to student. 

Keep these two guidelines in mind: 

1. If you move through the workshop in a day or two, you will miss getting feedback from the instructor, advisors, and other students. 

2. If you drag out the workshop beyond six weeks, it is difficult to maintain continuity and sustain contact with the instructor and with your advisor. 

Your advisor will check the workshop and email at least two or three times a week (and you should too), but your advisor may not available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You may sometimes have to wait a few days to get a full response. 

Exploring and Getting Oriented 

Take a few minutes before you go on to Lesson One just to explore some of the Web sites available via the Web Links below. Then go to the button on the left-hand side of the screen and choose "Course Material." Lesson One and the other lessons are all available in "Course Material." 

One purpose of the workshop is to give every student a sense of connection with EOU and an idea of who can be contacted for help with different questions. It is very helpful to get a sense of place, so that you know where EOU is in Oregon and understand its role is in higher education. Take a look at the webcam link to see live pictures of the campus and the surrounding town, mountains, and the Grande Ronde valley. http://www2.eou.edu/webcam/
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	Web Links 
At various times in this workshop, you will encounter a Web link to a site "outside" of the Blackboard environment, from pages on EOU's Web site to completely external sites. These links are scattered throughout the workshop, and are always activated by using the "http" prefix with the rest (example: http://www2.eou.edu). 

You will find most of the links that appear in the course materials collected in the left-hand menu item "Resources." This will help you if you want to find a link but cannot remember where you originally saw it mentioned.


