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The National Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (M.E.Ch.A.) Coordinating Council would like to clarify some misconceptions about our student run organization. First we would like to state that each M.E.Ch.A. chapter is autonomous in its own right.  There is no hierarchy or headquarters.  The National M.E.Ch.A. coordinating council’s purpose is to enhance communication between the regions, ensure the National Constitution is being followed, assist in the development of the national conference, and take national positions.
Founded in 1969 at the University of California, Santa Barbara, M.E.Ch.A. was formed as a united student movement in the spirit of community and culture in response to the injustices found within our educational system and barrios. The poem “El Plan Espiritual de Aztlan,” was written prior to the formation of M.E.Ch.A and is considered historical in its writings and ideas. From “El Plan Espiritual de Aztlan’s” educational emphasis and call for Chicana/o unity emerged M.E.Ch.A.’s founding document, El Plan de Santa Barbara (EPSB). EPSB outlines our purpose as an organization that strives to promote the importance of higher education, political involvement, and cultural awareness within our communities. EPSB is a founding document, while our Philosophy papers take an active approach to who we are and what our mission is as Mechistas.  According to the Philosophy of M.E.Ch.A., which is the only guiding document written by Mechistas, “Both El Plan de Aztlan and El Plan de Santa Barbara served as a historical foundation for the establishment of a viable Chicana/o Movimiento and are therefore fundamental to the M.E.Ch.A. Philosophy.”

Chicana/o refers to ones attitude, political ideals, and way of life; therefore, we welcome all to our organization that champion our similar goals and beliefs. Being a member of M.E.Ch.A. is not limited to a classification of color, race, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual orientation or ability. It means giving back to our community and neighborhoods. It means giving more opportunity to our children than what we had.  It means never forgetting where we came from. “Chicanismo is a personal decision to reject assimilation and work towards the preservation of our cultural heritage.”

Being that M.E.Ch.A. is a movement rooted in the idea of Aztlan, it is important to understand that Aztlan is the spiritual concept which is at the heart of our struggle. Aztlan is not a land that we are trying to make a new country of, nor a piece of the United States that we are trying to return to Mexico. Our concept of Aztlan does not recognize artificial boundaries.  Our struggle and our work go beyond the ownership of land, and is instead focused on a spiritual liberation.

M.E.Ch.A. is a student organization joined together to better our community by creating opportunities for higher education. M.E.Ch.A.’s work is focused on college preparation, recruitment, and retention. We have been among the strongest forces in establishing Chicana/o Studies programs in institutions of higher education. We also work on creating an environment reflective of our diversity by increasing the number of faculty of color on our campuses.  

We work with our communities that have been so long neglected in the fields of human, migrant, civil, and workers’ rights. Providing our campuses and communities with political awareness and encouraging involvement are amongst our priorities. We actively work on issues such as the Dream Act, Affirmative Action and HIV/AIDS awareness. M.E.Ch.A. is a non-violent organization committed to ending discrimination, promoting cultural tolerance, and promoting equality for all. 

Until the day that we have justice, until the day that there are more of our brothers and sisters in the university rather than the penitentiary, until our barrios are clean and our children are no longer harassed, then we will fulfill our purpose. However, until that day, we as proud Chicanas and Chicanos will continue to demand change. Most of all we as Mechistas will continuously say:

¡La Union Hace La Fuerza!
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