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Course Description: 
 
From the legal perspective, this course will cover the basics of prior appropriation and riparian law as the two 
dominant systems for allocating water in the United States. The course will focus specifically on the Oregon 
Water code and its implementing regulations and policies including the regulation of groundwater and surface 
water sources and the integration of water quality standards with water allocation systems.  From an economics 
perspective, the course will examine the role of “institutions” in allocating scarce resources as they pertain to 
water, and the public and private values, incentives and conflicts that arise over water resources.  We will study 
the advantages and disadvantages, successes and failures, of different approaches to water resource 
management, and consider the criteria with which society might want to decide among particular institutions, or 
consider changes to existing entitlements, law and policies that may no longer be effective at promoting or 
protecting public or private interests.  Case studies from Oregon, and a few from outside Oregon, will provide a 
context for these fundamental policy questions. 
 


