Cr

Eleocharis palustris (L.)
Roemer & Schultz.

Creeping Spike Rush has a highly variable
morphology indicating that subdivision has
been unsuccesful based on many overlapping
characteristics (1)

SYN: E. p. var. mgjor, E. calva, Scirpus
palustris, S uniglumis

Plant Characteristics
VEGETATIVE CHARACTERISTICS

egoing JokeRush

Culmsand leaves: Culms scattered or in
small clustersrising from the rhizomes, up to
10dm (39in) tall (1). Stemsslender to stout,
round to oval in cross section, spongy, and
longitudinally ribbed with leaves reduced to
basal sheaths often purplish in color.
Inflorescence: A solitary spike, wider at the
base with 10+ upper bisexua spikelets. Severd
empty lower pale greenish to brownish or
purplish, lanceolate scales. Acheneshave four
white barbed bristles al longer than the achene
isalf. (1, 2, 3)

Roots: Long, creeping, often straight, few
branched, slender to very short rhizomes.

GENERAL HABITAT
CONSIDERATIONS

Soil Types and Conditions: Often found in
wetlands, marshes, vernal pools, rice fields,
flood prone areas and rarely occursin Sand
Dune country of Washington. Naturaly found
on akaline, sedimentary peats, sand loams,
or loamy organic soils (1, 4).
Moisture/temper ature requirements:
Common on low to middle elevationsin
widespread temperate and cold temperate
regions of the Northern Hemisphere. Ranges
from 670-3,017 m (2,200 to 9,900 ft) tolerating
moderate amounts of shade (4).

Management Considerations

UTILIZATION

Forage and Palatability: Little to no importance to livestock.
Wildlife Use: Waterfowl utilize this spike rush for food and cover.

PLANTING

Growth Season and Seedling Establishment: Typically flowers
May through August. Can germinate in standing water (2). Seeds
dispersed primarily by water, mud, animals and especially birds.
Propagation: Reproduces by rhizomes and seeds (2, 4).

DISTURBANCE

Response to Competition: No imformation.

Responseto Grazing: Increases with grazing but can be trampled
with heavy grazing.

Response to Fire: Rhizomes are protected from fire, resprouting
post fire.

Response to Drought: Requires locations predominately with
standing water. Probably not very drought toleratant, although short
droughts encourage roots to search for water, thus increasing
streambank protection.
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