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necessarily more school work,” she explains; “it is a place for 
students who like to learn…. The academic environment at the 
UHC is more conducive to my learning style and more of what I 
want out of college.” This extends to community opportunities 
outside of the classroom, such as the UHC Ski Trip, which 
Chelsea has joined in each year of her time at OSU.

School, clubs, research, and jobs usually keep Chelsea busy all 
day, and sometimes longer, but she enjoys the involvement, 
seeing her work as a way to give back to OSU and the UHC 
by sharing her experiences and encouraging other students 
to come to OSU and get involved. For her collective efforts on 
campus, Chelsea was named the OSU Student Employee of the 
Year for 2010-2011. After graduation, Chelsea plans to take a 
couple of years off before applying to graduate school to pursue 
scientific research in a non-academic setting. It is a well-
earned break, but Chelsea hardly regrets her busy collegiate 
life. She sees it, rather, as maximizing once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunities to explore many different interests and pursuits, 
which is, for her, what college and the UHC are all about. And as 
for her specific plans during her time off, they haven’t yet been 
scheduled.

UHC senior Chelsea Parker’s personal planner is a monument 
to time management. “It’s color coded,” she tries to explain, 
“and this box is my homework, and this one is my sorority to-
do list.” There are still other boxes and sections, all filled and 
highlighted in different colors: The fact that this complexity 
simplifies is testimony to a very full life indeed.

Chelsea lives by the mantra that college is a time for discovery, 
pushing her experience to incorporate the widest range of 
opportunities. Her family moved midway through her high 
school career, and she didn’t have the chance to become as 
involved during high school as she would have liked. She’s made 
up for this in college. “I came to OSU with the intention to find 
leadership opportunities, and I found lots of them.” Currently, 
she has four jobs – working as a UHC office assistant, as a UHC 
Envoy, as an OSU Tour Office guide, and as the Editor of The 
Catalyst, an undergraduate research journal – and she is the 
President of Sigma Delta Omega sorority for women in science, 
the Treasurer of the Chemistry Club, an active member of the 
Biochemistry Club, and involved in the Mortar Board honors 
society. She has also participated in intramural basketball and 
been on the OSU equine polo team. “College is one of the best 
places to meet new people and find new learning experiences 
that help you find your niche,” she says with characteristic 
understatement.

She’s found her academic niche in the UHC and in OSU’s 
challenging Biochemistry and Biophysics program, a major that 
brought together her interests in biology and chemistry. This 
past summer, she had a research internship at the University of 
Texas-Southwestern in Dallas that gave her unique experience 
in a laboratory setting, cementing her interest in the field. 
Chelsea’s busy extracurricular and employment schedule has 
actually, she says, helped her to stay on top of her schoolwork 
demands by forcing her to be organized and develop plans for 
finishing all of her tasks. It’s a system that clearly works: Chelsea 
was one of ten UHC seniors recognized with the prestigious 
Honors Promise Finishing Scholarship for the 2011-2012 year, 
selected from a pool of students, each nominated by an OSU 
faculty member.

Amidst the activity, Chelsea’s UHC experience has often proved 
to be something of a respite. “The UHC is more thinking, but not 
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During the summer of 2011, I participated in a six-week study abroad program 
through AHA International in Segovia, Spain. I chose this program to help in 
the completion of my Spanish minor and to continue the development of my 
speaking and comprehension skills. I took three semester-long courses, taught 
entirely in Spanish, and participated in program excursions to various historical 
and educational sites near Segovia. I stayed with a host family with five children, 
becoming fully immersed in the language and culture. I also had an unpaid 
internship at the Segovia Visitor Center. 

The funds I received from the UHC helped to begin paying back a student loan I took 
out for this program. I had previously never taken out a loan, but the experience of 
studying abroad and learning the language firsthand truly outweighs the financial 
burden.

I do not plan to allow my immersion in the Spanish language and culture to stop 
with the completion of my Spanish minor. I love the Spanish language, and it is my 
goal to continue to integrate its use into daily life. In my future career, knowing 
Spanish will be a useful asset, and I also intend to use my Spanish skills outside of work as a volunteer with local organizations. 
I will cherish the memories and lessons I learned while abroad in Spain for my lifetime. I am so grateful to be able to have the 
opportunity to do so. 

This summer and fall I have been working as an intern with 
the Oregon Climate Change Research Institute (OCCRI) under 
the mentorship of Dr. Heather Lintz and Dr. Allen Milligan. I 
have been studying phytoplankton to chart the relationship 
between the dynamics of their populations and variations 
in their environment. In particular, I have been culturing a 
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diatom species and testing it against a theoretical model of 
stochastic disturbance. Essentially, this entails connecting an 
abrupt change in the model output with a small change in the 
frequency and intensity of the input.

The benefits I have received through this internship include 
utilization of lab equipment to perform tests on diatom species, 
MATLAB programming skills, and a better understanding of 
how to develop and test a theoretical, stochastic model in 
climate change science. The scholarship money I received 
from the University Honors College allowed me to focus on 
my internship and classes rather than spend all of my time 
working to pay for school. 

In the future, I plan on completing an Honors BS in 
Environmental Engineering, using this project as part of my 
Honors thesis, and continuing on to graduate school in a 
related discipline. My goal is to have this work published in a 
peer-reviewed, scientific journal before graduation. 
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Throughout his adult life, Elliott Finn 
has immersed himself in nature and 
environmental issues both inside and 
outside of school. It is his aspiration to 
help build an environmental movement 
that brings people together, and this 
year, his commitment was honored with 
a Udall Scholarship. These prestigious 
awards are made to 80 American 
students each year who display unique 
dedication to environmental or Native 
American causes. 

This past August, Elliott and the other 
Udall Scholars met in Tucson, Arizona for 
the Udall Scholarship Conference, where 
he worked with renowned professors and 
other students united in a shared passion 
for the environment. Elliott collaborated 
there with a small group of students to 
coordinate a presentation on how to 
influence environmental policy decision 
makers and encourage advocacy. “The 
biggest thing for me wasn’t the teachers 
or keynotes, but rather the fellow 
inspirational students who I got to share 
ideas with,” says Elliott.

The experience built on his history 
of political involvement. During the 
summer of his freshmen year, Elliott 
was an energy and environmental policy 
intern for Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley in 
Washington, DC. As an intern for Senator 
Merkley, he worked on research projects 
with environmental and legislative 
assistants and staffers, and he researched 
and wrote a booklet on the Hatfield tree 
on Capitol grounds in Washington, a 
metasequoia glyptostroboides. Recently, 
Elliott has been working with the Sierra 
Club, participating in a leadership 
conference in Mollala, Oregon to plan 
green projects and outings.

On campus, Elliott has been a part of 
the Student Sustainability Initiative and 
served as their political coordinator last 
year. In this role, he worked to involve 
students in raising awareness about 
sustainability issues and practices. He 
coordinated a project that sent 500 
paper pinwheels to Washington for a 
display on the national mall promoting 
renewable energy and recruited a 
contingent of OSU students to attend 
the Power Shift West conference in 
Eugene, which educates students from 
across the Pacific Northwest on ways 
to help reduce energy consumption 
and protect the environment. He also 
organized a delegation of OSU students 
to attend and lead at the 2011 national 
Power Shift conference in Washington, 
DC. He was a representative for the 
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
Steering Committee as well, working to 
implement sustainable practices in the 
local community. “It was enjoyable to 
see sustainability issues work on a city-
wide level and how OSU fits into that,” he 
says about this experience.

After finishing his undergraduate degree, 
Elliott plans to work with disadvantaged 

youth to help them access and enjoy their 
local environments. Experiences with 
wild areas have fueled his own passion 
for environmental causes since a young 
age, and he wants to make sure others 
have the same chances he did. “The value 
of [these experiences] is great,” Elliott 
says, “and many people today don’t have 
the resources that I had growing up and 
that I have now. I think it would be great 
to give youth the opportunity to connect 
with the outdoors and the natural world.” 

Elliott is confident that experiences like 
these will link people with nature and 
with one another, creating the kind of 
shared, positive movement he is working 
toward. He sees this kind of shared work, 
based on collaboration and respect, 
as the only route toward building a 
sustainable environmental movement, 
and it has been the foundation of his own 
accomplishments. “I feel that the Udall 
Scholarship isn’t an individual award, but 
a testament to the community I’ve had 
the opportunity to be around. There are 
so many people I know that have helped 
me, worked with me, and taught me.” He 
looks forward to being able to return the 
favor.

Ishan Patel, a UHC senior majoring in bioengineering from 
Redmond, Oregon, received a 2011 Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarship, one of the nation’s most prestigious awards, 
to pursue his study of blood chemistry and clot formation. 
Created by the US  Congress in 1986, Goldwater scholarships 
cover eligible expenses for undergraduate tuition, fees, 
books, and room and board. They are awarded to the 
nation’s top students in science, math, and engineering.

Clots prevent blood loss when arteries and veins are 
damaged, but if they form in the absence of injury, 
they can contribute to heart disease, stroke, and other 
cardiovascular problems. Ishan has worked with Dr. Owen 
J.T. McCarty and other researchers to study the influence of 
medications and innate blood chemistry on clot formation. 
For the past three summers, Ishan has worked on a table-
top model that simulates blood flow in veins and arteries, 
finalizing the project in 2011 while on an Undergraduate 
Student Research Fellowship Award from the American 
Heart Association. Ishan was also recognized this fall 
with the UHC’s Joe Hendricks Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence. This honor is given to one student each year, 
selected by a faculty panel from a pool of nominees.

These awards acknowledge a remarkable resumé of 
accomplishments for an undergraduate, even within the 
UHC. Ishan has authorship credits on four publications 
and has presented at numerous conferences, including 
the International Society of Thrombosis and Haemostasis 
in Kyoto, Japan this past July. He is also already an active 
educator, working as a teaching assistant on campus and 
in science education outreach in the community.

“This scholarship means that all of the hard work that I 
have done is being recognized,” said Patel, “and it serves 

Elliott Finn – A Life of Sustainable Growth Ishan Patel 
Receives Goldwater 
Scholarship 
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as inspiration that someone from a very rural community can 
achieve a national recognition. Further, I feel like this scholarship 
is a huge personal accomplishment for me and is a starting point 
for my future career in blood research.” Ishan’s current goal is to 
develop a clinical test for an individual’s risk of developing blood 
clots.
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Giving in Honors

To contribute to the University Honors College you can
•	 Use a credit card by visiting campaignforosu.org, choosing “Give Online” under “How to Give,” and selecting “University 

Honors College” from the drop-down menu.
•	 Send a check payable to the OSU Foundation with “UHC” in the subject line to: OSU Foundation, 850 SW 35th Street, Corvallis, 

OR 97333.
•	 Make a payroll deduction contribution: email Tawna McCravens (tawna.mccravens@oregonstate.edu) at the OSU Foundation 

for a payroll deduction authorization form.
•	 Contact Ryan Robinson at 503.533.3406 or ryan.robinson@oregonstate.edu at the OSU Foundation to discuss giving options 

and other UHC funds.

UHC general funds provide support for students and activities in the University Honors College, including scholarships, coursework, 
and extra- and co-curricular opportunities. To learn more about the UHC and the programs we offer, please visit our web site 
(http://www.oregonstate.edu/dept/honors/) or contact us at 541.737.6400. The UHC is also on Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/OSUHonors) and Twitter (http://twitter.com/OSUHonors).

Supporting students is our number one priority. Here at Honors we are committed to a “high-touch” approach to our educational 
mission, and philanthropic support is integral to what we are able to provide to our students. Our donors are key to our success, 
and without them Honors would not have the luster that attracts the best and the brightest to OSU. 

Thank you for your support

University Honors College 2011

Dan Arp, Dean
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Leanna Dillon, Academic Advisor
Toni Doolen, Associate Dean 
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Honor Roll of University Honors College Donors

Individual Donors 
Andrew G. Abdelnour ‘95
Indira Rajagopal & Kevin G. Ahern ‘86
Jane Price Arnold ‘65 & Roy G. Arnold ‘65
Wanda H. & Daniel J. Arp
Lynne Fullerton-Baham & John Baham
Roseann B. & Andrew D. Bartmess ‘82
Adam M. Bean ‘00
Roberta B. & Michael T. Benoit
Ruth A. Beyer ‘77
Marilyn A. & Ronald Bolstad
Laurel K. & Nicholas J. Busse
Shirley & John V. Byrne
Julie A. ‘06 & Carl R. Christianson ‘06
Bobbie Mikkelson Clyde ‘69 & John S. Clyde
Rosalie & Don J. Coles ‘73
Dee & James E. Davis ‘50
Lorena Ferguson Dornfeld ‘46
Deborah & James Fallows
Renu Virmani & Chester E. Finn, Jr.
Nancy J. Gallagher
Linda L. & Timothy C. Gleeson ‘69
Jeremy K. Gregory ‘05
Kathy K. & Erwin Grellmann
Laura J. & Gregory I. Grimes ‘75
Erin F. Haynes ‘04
Bruce Y. Ito ‘71
Jennifer Moser Jurling ‘06 & Alden S. Jurling ‘08
Michele Kovalik
Katherine R. & Mark J. Kralj ‘78
Bonita J. & Jim Krueger
Cynthia A. Leedham
Sarah Sollid Maxwell ‘00 & Joseph R. Maxwell ‘97
Virginia & Norman V. McKibben ‘59
Margaret E. Meehan
Gayle Juve Nelson ‘53 & Roy E. Nelson
Bryce M. Payne ‘99
Carol Hill Pickard ‘76 & Richard R. Pickard

Michael G. Prince ‘92
Dana Rasmussen
Shirley & William H. Richards
Ryan M. Robinson
Kathy & Ronald W. Ruthruff
Melinda von Borstel Smith ‘06 & Craig R. Smith
Joanne G. Starr
Alan I. Sugawara ‘71
Estate of Anita S. Summers
Ariana Eileen Sutton-Grier ‘00 & Nathaniel J. Grier
Susan Taylor
Sally J. Tripp
Freda Teitzel Vars ‘66 & Charles Vars, Jr.
Anne Marie Vassallo ‘98 & Daniel McKinnon
Donald von Borstel ‘06
Ruta M. & Paul Wagner
Tristan J. Wagner ‘09
Marilyn & Charles F. Wald
Margaret Lance Walton ‘55
Dolly M. & David M. Yates
Mary Carlin Yates ‘68 & John M. Yates

Corporations 
Corvallis Radiology PC
von Borstel and Associates

The Honor Roll recognizes the College’s annual supporters who have made outright gifts or pledge payments totaling 
$100 or more between July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011. Donors who made new pledges will be recognized as their 
payments are received.  

Ardith Feroglia, Graduate Teaching Assistant
Eric Hill, Writing Instructor

Kimberly Kenny, Student Media Assistant
Rebekah Lancelin, Academic Advisor

Chelsea Parker, Student Office Assistant
Kari Parker, Student Office Assistant

Tomas Patlan, Student Media Assistant
Kevin Stoller, Executive Assistant for Student and Alumni Engagement

Thank you!
Every attempt has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of this list.  However, if you notice an error, 
please contact Penny Hardesty, Director of Donor 
Relations, OSU Foundation, Penny.Hardesty@
oregonstate.edu or 541-737-1469.
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Not Pictured: Micah Anderson, Tara Binn, Alyssa Carey, Sean Connell, Kathryn Coulterpark, Elizabeth Dunfield, Fey Egan, 
Nathan Forester, Jessica Gifford, Elise Grellmann, Jessica Hansen, Kenan Heppe, Ellen Koebel, Joshua Landin, Katherine Lewis, 
Aaron Lieberman, Anna Lovelace, Hidekel Moreno Luna, Madilynne McGuire, Akhila Nandgopal, Shawn O’Brien, Rebecca 
Pankow, Japan Patel, Morgan Prince, Patrick Ramsing, Erin Riscoe, Audrey Riesen, Derek Scott, Andrew Sinclair, 
Erika Snow, Katherine Tadehara, Annamaria Tadlock, Christopher Tennant, Sara Varin, Alanna Wong

Back Row: Brian Fuchs, Nathan Atkinson, Joel Southall, Levi Voigt, Kirsten Tilleman, 
Kirby Headrick, Ryan Derrah, Mark Hall, Sean Hunter, Bradley Converse, Michael Yee, 
Kayla Pierson, Victoria Johnson

Upper Middle Row:  
Neebinnaukzhik Southall, Erin Miller, 

Rebecca Givens, Kelly Courtain, 
Claire Smith, Julie Auxier, Gail Cole, 

Solveig Mueller, Jill Ferris, 
Naomi Sprague, Danae Lincoln

Lower Middle Row:
Nicole Bauer, Kiya Wilson, Lee Collins, 

Ryan Frederick, AnnaRose Adams, 
Brittany Snyder, Anna Vigeland, 

Nicole Chun, Olga Rodriguez-Walmisley

Front Row: Natalia Garza, Cameo Cheung, Christine Schneider, Celene Christensen, 
Katherine Weaver, Danika Kusuma, Molly Zook, Theresa Nguyen, Danielle Asson, 
Stephanie Wenning


