BI/Query Terminology

Aggregate Function:
Mathematical operations that allow you to summarize the values of a given attribute. Example: SUM, AVERAGE and COUNT.
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Attribute:
The data elements that are available for selection.  If the data were displayed in a spreadsheet, an attribute name would be synonymous with a column heading.

Attribute Window:
Is the window that contains the list of attributes for a specific Data Object.  Selecting Attributes specifies the information to be retrieved from the database.

BI Query Reports:
A reporting tool installed with BI/Query. It allows administrators and Users to present the data obtained in BI/Query in a variety of presentation styles – tables, crosstabs, charts, and maps and is more powerful than the BI Query Standard Reports.

Buttons:
Buttons automate activities.  They allow users to navigate to a Model Window, run a query, run a query and send results to a report, Excel or other applications.
Connection Folder:
Contains the Connection Files defining which database you want to connect to.      
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Connection File:
The Connection File specifies which database you will be connecting to. Files of this type have the extension “.con” and usually are included with your model.

Data Model:
A BI Data Model is a graphical representation of your underlying database. It is a group of windows, each allowing for different functional uses. BI Windows contain Data Objects, Buttons, Ornaments and Relationship lines. The term “Model”, includes all of the windows and functions provided.  
Data Objects:
Data objects are the rectangular or graphical icons in a data model that represent the tables of information stored in the database. They have additional information, or “Attributes”, associated with them. 

Database Instance:
Some known databases are DWPROD, CODW and OWAG.  Before running a query in one of the OUS (Oregon University System) or OSU (Oregon State University) data warehouses’, you will need to log into the correct database for that model, using a Username and Password given to you by the affiliated Security Administrator.
Form View:
Displays one record at a time.  With results displayed in Spreadsheet view, you can display an individual record by double-clicking its row number. 

Function:
See Aggregate Function.
Joins:
See Relationships

Model:
Often the term “Model” is used in more general terms. Much of the time, you will hear of each piece of a given model defined as a “Model” in and of itself. For example, it is common for each window or for the database behind BI to be considered a “Model”. Technically, these are just pieces of the model as a whole. However, any of these more general uses are likely to be widely accepted.
Model Windows (aka Design Windows or BI Windows):
Are the workspaces in which the administrator designs a Data Model and where Users formulate queries.  Windows contain the data objects that represent tables in the database and the relationships that tie them together. They can also provide buttons that automate activities and ornaments that enhance the design.  Windows provide a means of organizing information so that Users can quickly and easily understand what is available to them.
Operator List:  Once you have qualified a query, you can use the “Operator List” in the qualification tree to specify how to restrict a qualification. For example, you can apply the Greater Than (>) operator to find all the records that have a value greater than the qualification you specified.

[image: image3.png]Co

o = Notequl
= < Lessthn r
[os <= Lessthan or equal
Com > Greater than C
o >= Greater than or equal
([ Cro  Begins with
003y contains L
ﬂ Ends with
e Does not beain with
Tha  Does not contain r
(Frir  Does notend with
[ sat N L
Sun - NOT IN
% BETWEEN
[y NOTBETWEEN F
Ced 1SN C
1S NOT NULL E
[ custom

f





Ornaments:
Ornaments are text of graphical objects such as Titles, logos, borders, backgrounds or notes.  They provide additional information, act as visual organizers, or simply enhance the appearance of design windows and reports.
Prompt:
A prompt is a dialog box that pops up when you run a query asking the user to enter one or more values.
1. Enter Floyd Ross and click OK

2. Enter 7/1/2003, tab or click into the next box and enter 7/31/2003 and click OK
Note: running a query doesn't always generate a report.
Qualification:
A constraint or restriction that is placed on the data before it is returned. A qualification is used to eliminate un-needed or unwanted rows that would otherwise be returned by your query.

Query:
A query is a request for information from a database (e.g., tell me the name and ID of every employee in my department). In order to retrieve information, you create a query using the data objects and relationships in a data model and run it (submit it to the database). The results returned by the database for a given query are known as a results set.
Relationships (or Joins):
The lines between data objects represent a direct relationship between those objects.  If there is not line connecting two objects, their relationship is not considered direct.  They must be related by going through an object they both have direct relationships with.  
Results:
Results are the information returned from your database after you run a query. By default, results are returned in a Spreadsheet view in the results window. It displays multiple records (each record is displayed as a row in the spreadsheet). 
Spreadsheet View:
Displays multiple records in a format similar to a Excel spreadsheet.  This is a default view for a Results set.

Standard Reports:
BI Query includes a fully integrated reporting facility called Standard Reports. Using Standard Reports, you can produce fully formatted, professional reports from the results of your queries. Each standard report you create appears in a report window in BI Query, where you can format it in a variety of ways. The results in a standard report correspond to the results in a results window. 

A standard report consists of two components:
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a query that generates the results that appear in the report
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a report specification that specifies how the results are formatted and what additional calculations are applied to them

DW DIGs Terminology

CHAT:
In the middle of the control panel there is a text window, captioned “CHAT”. By typing in it, a remote attendee could text a message. To whom?...to the instructor or to any other remote attendee. You are welcome to try this,  > Type a greeting and send it, to another attendee, or to everyone.

DW DIGs:
Acronym for Data Warehouse Discovery Interest Groups

GoToMeeting:
Name of the software company supplying today’s web conference.  For details, see   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GoToMeeting
GoToMeeting control panel:
A graphical object used to adjust details of one’s (web conference) session. By default, it appears on the upper right hand corner of one’s PC desktop window.  It is tan colored.  > On the control panel – at the top, select the menu choice: FILE.  Then identify yourself. By default you are NOT identified to the other members of our web conference.  > Minimize your control panel by clicking a blck chevron, to the left of the FILE menu.

LOCAL vs REMOTE:
This class has both LOCAL and REMOTE attendees. The LOCAL audience is seated in room B235 of the Kerr Administration Building. The REMOTE attendees are listening and watching utilizing the on-line meeting tool via a website at their desks.

Web Conference:
Our REMOTE attendees are listening and watching today by means of Web Conferencing technology.
