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Presidential Pay 1789 to 2005,
in Current and Constant (2004) dollars
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Data prior to 1913 should be considered approximations.  Starting in 1949 presidents also have had a $50,000 per year expense account, 
w orth nearly $400,000 that year in dollars of 2004.  Source of current-dollar presidential pay:  Congressional Quarterly's Guide to the 

Presidency , at  http://w w w .lib.umich.edu/govdocs/fedprssal.html .  Calculations for 1789-1912 use data from John J. McCusker,
 "How  Much Is That in Real Money?," revised, Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society  (2001), Table A-1.

; WWW:  http://www.oregonstate.edu/Dept/pol_sci/fac/sahr/sahrhome.html 
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Average Pay of US Presidents in Inflation-adjusted 
Dollars, In Current and Constant (2004) Dollars
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Notes:  This show s average for a 
president's entire time in off ice, for 
example, both non-consecutive terms 
for Grover Cleveland in calculating 
his average inflation-adjusted pay.  
When a president died or left off ice 
before the end of his term, the 
calculation assumes that both the 
president and succeeding vice-
president had that pay for that entire 
year (so that year "double-counts"), 
even if the departure occurred very 
early or very late in the year.  The 
pay of Presidents Grant and Truman 
increased betw een their f irst and 
second terms; the second-term 
current pay is show n.
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Ranked Average Pay of US Presidents in Inflation-
adjusted Dollars, from High (Taft) to Low (Clinton)
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Notes:  This show s average for a 
president's entire time in off ice, for example, 
both non-consecutive terms for Grover 
Cleveland in calculating his average inflation-
adjusted pay.  When a president died or left 
off ice before the end of his term, the 
calculation assumes that both the president 
and succeeding vice-president had that pay 
for that entire year (so that year "double-
counts"), even if the departure occurred 
very early or very late in the year. 
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Pay of US President in Inflation-adjusted (2004) Dollars and Ratio of 
Average Yearly Compensation of Top 500 CEO to Pay of President, 

Selected Years 1960 to 2003
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Ratio CEO:President Presidential pay in dollars of 2004

Source of current dollar top 500 CEO compensation :  Business Week , selected issues, most recently April 19, 2004;
actual number of corporate CEOs used by Business Week to calculate averages varies; in 1999 the number was 362 

Current-dollar yearly pay of Presidents:
1960:  $100,000; 1970-2000:  $200,000;

2001-2002:  $400,000
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Summary of President and Congress Pay Data, page 5 

Yearly Pay of Members of Congress 1789 to 2005, 
in Current and Constant (2004) Dollars
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Congress Pay in Dollars of 2004 Congress Pay

Until 1816 and again 1817 to 1856, members received per diem pay,
 originally $6 per day (for 1789 this is about $120 in dollars of 2004), 

sometimes plus a relatively generous travel allowance.  These are converted
 here to yearly rates in the original source.   During 1990 and 1991 House

 and Senate salaries differed slightly; average is shown for those years.

Source of congressional current-dollar pay:  Congressional Research Service,
 available at http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/97-1011.pdf

January 1, 2005
pay increased to 
$162,100 from the
previous $158,100
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Ratio of Congress Pay to Median Family Income, 1948 to 2003
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Source:  Census Bureau web site, family income

Read this as follows:
In 2003, the pay of members of Congress

was about 2.9 times the median US family income
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Ratio of Top 500 CEO Compensation to Congress Pay and to Family 
Median Income and Ratio of Congress Pay to Family Median Income,

Selected Years 1960 to 2003
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Source of CEO Compensation Data:  Business Week , selected years

Read this as follows:  In 2003, the pay of CEOs was
 about 150 times the median US family  income and

52 times the pay  of members of Congress;  the pay of
members of Congress was about 2.9 times

the median US family income
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