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United States Gasoline Prices 1950 to June 2009,
in Current and Constant (2009) Cents (Yearly average) per Gallon

To pass the 1981 peak in inflation-adjusted price the
unleaded gasoline yearly average price must exceed about
$3.30 per gallon in 2009, assuming -0.65% deflation in 2009

(see below).  Energy Information Admininistration data

gasoline.xlsx http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty-research/sahr/sahr.htm(c) 2009 Robert C. Sahr
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Inflation adjustment with CPI-U-X1, which applies the post-1982 CPI to the entire period.
Except for 2009, current-dollar prices are yearly averages, from the Energy Information Administration Monthly Energy Review, 

at http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/mer/pdf/mer.pdf.  2009 data from Energy Information Administration, "U.S. Retail Gasoline Prices,"  
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/wrgp/mogas_home_page.html.  Until 1975 price is leaded regular. Starting

1976 price is unleaded regular.  In 1976 unleaded regular cost 2.4 cents more per gallon than leaded regular.  The estimated inflation (deflation) 
of -0.65% for 2009 is the average of March 2009 estimates by the Office of Management and Budget and the Congressional Budget Office.

Calculations assume -0.65% deflation in 2009; 2009 is the US average 
price on June 1, 2009 (252.4 cents).  The highest regional average price 

(west coast) that week was 268.2 cents.
Note:  The highest monthly average price in 2008 was 409.0 cents (July).


	graph gasoline 1950-2009 X1-09

