MEMORANDUM

August 22, 2003

TO:

Bob Burton, Assistant Provost

Academic Programs

338 Snell Hall

FROM:

Anna Harding, Chair

Department of Public Health

College of Health and Human Sciences

Oregon State University

RE:
Abbreviated Category I Proposal

Elimination of B.S. in Environmental Health and Safety

The Department of Public Health seeks approval to eliminate the 

undergraduate program, the B.S. in Environmental Health and Safety, effective

summer 2005.  Over the next two years, selected program courses will be phased out, according to the schedule noted in the letter that was mailed in March 2003 to students enrolled in the program.  A copy of this letter is attached. All students who are actively enrolled in the program will be able to complete the major by the close of summer 2005, and have been encouraged to seek the assistance of their academic advisor to carefully plan the sequencing of program courses.  As of fall, 2003, no new students are being admitted into the program.  We were able to insert the following notice into the 2003-04 OSU General Catalog that, “no new students are being accepted into the Environmental Health and safety majors or minors at this time.” (See page 369.)   A separate letter was mailed to professional colleagues throughout the state, indicating that the termination of the undergraduate program, and of the changes in the graduate program.  A copy of this letter is also attached. 

Part of the impetus to terminate the undergraduate program in EH&S is due to the redesigning of the graduate program in Environmental Health and Occupational Safety, to be more responsive to the needs of working professionals, and to meet the needs of others seeking mid-career education.  In order to make the changes in our graduate program and proposed certificate program (still in the works), and to effectively fund an academically rigorous, multidisciplinary, professional master’s and doctorate program that incorporates science, management, economics, law and policy into its framework, we must phase out the undergraduate program in Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S), which has been a program with declining enrollments.  The program currently has 27 majors.   We are acutely aware of the workforce demand for entry level professionals in EH&S, and are closely working with faculty in the undergraduate Environmental Sciences program to revise a minor in EH&S that will allow graduate of this program (with our minor) to be capable of filling these entry level positions.

We have recently renamed our M.S. graduate program in Environmental Health Management to the current name, Environmental Health and Occupational Safety Management.  In addition, we will continue to offer a concentration in Environmental Health and Occupational Safety Management in our Ph.D. program in Public Health.  In conjunction with this restructuring, we will be developing a Graduate Certificate in Environmental Health and Occupational Safety Management that may be taken as a certificate program, or rolled into the M.S. degree. The graduate program, through its research and teaching activities, embodies a new direction in graduate-level education aimed at solving and preventing real-world environment, safety and health problems. We believe that graduate students will be well served in this new curriculum.   The program faculty have been actively engaged in seeking input from professionals in both the private and public sectors throughout the state, region and nation to assist us in the design of the graduate offerings, and to assist us in the development of the minor in EH&S that will complement the undergraduate major in Environmental Sciences, as mentioned earlier. Changes in the minor will be proposed in a separate Category II proposal to be submitted this fall.
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