Exchange Program

Universidad de Cantabria

Santander, Spain

I. General Background Information

A. Program Host Institution: The program host institution is the Universidad de Cantabria. The UdC is a relatively new public university in Spain (est. 1972). Our contacts at the UdC are Fernando Moreno, Vice Rector of International Relations and Gemma Castro, Director of the Office of International Relations.
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B. Responsible Parties: The Office of International Education at OSU will be responsible for the organization and administration of this program. Marit Legler will assume primary responsibility for the program and will collaborate closely with Dr. Anuncia Escala, the director of the Intensive Spanish Language Program.

C. Objectives: The primary objectives of the exchange are to provide an inexpensive opportunity for students to study in Spain. The goal of the program is maximum integration into a Spanish university setting for those students with sufficiently high Spanish language abilities.. 

D. Number of Participants: The total number of students should not exceed 5 from each institution per academic year. With three years of college-level Spanish being the minimum requirement for the program, there is a limited pool of qualified applicants at OSU.

E. Academic Program: OSU students at the UdC will take regular courses plus supplemental Spanish to increase language proficiency. UdC has strong Science and Engineering programs, including one of the best Civil Engineering programs in Spain.

II. Program Evaluation Criteria

A. Enhances general education and/or academic major: The UdC is among the eight best Spanish universities. Students can choose from a variety of high quality courses in the Sciences, Engineering, Communications, and general education fields, and receive OSU credit.

B. Enhances Awareness of cultural diversity for OSU students abroad and on the home campus: OSU students will have the opportunity to experience a wide range of cultural backgrounds at the UdC. The UdC is a member of the European Union Socrates-Erasmus program and has currently 135 agreements with European universities and 25 agreements with institutions in Latin America. In addition to interacting with Spanish and international students at the university, OSU students typically spend the first part of their stay in Santander with a Spanish homestay family. 

C. Involves foreign language study where applicable: OSU students are required to have completed 3rd year college-level Spanish to qualify for the exchange program, and can take supplemental Spanish at the UdC. All courses at the UdC are taught in Spanish. The primary goal of the exchange program is to immerse the students in a Spanish language and culture environment.

D. Expands the geographic diversity of available study abroad opportunities: There has been significant demand for study opportunities in Spain among OSU students. The yearlong exchange program at the UdC complements the short-term NCSA language and culture program in Oviedo and expands study opportunities in Spain.

E. Expands the diversity of academic programs available through study abroad: The exchange program with the UdC responds to a growing demand for study opportunities in Spain. The program is the only university-based yearlong exchange program OSU has with Spain.

F. Assures academic credibility and rigor: The UdC is a public university established by decree in 1972. The UdC has distinguished faculties in engineering, medicine, economics and business. The UdC participates in the European Transfer Credit System developed by the Commission of the European Communities.

G. Provides on-going program review and evaluation: Students participating in this program will be asked to participate in written program evaluations that can be presented to the SAIC.  Since this program will not have a resident director, written director's reports will not be available.

H. Satisfies institutional and legal requirements and addresses safety and security concerns: Students will complete required institutional legal, health and insurance forms as part of the orientation and preparation process, and on-site personnel in Spain will inform students of safety, security and health issues.

I. Demonstrates faculty interest and involvement: The Intensive Spanish Program at the UdC was initiated by Dr. Anuncia Escala in an effort to balance Spanish language program offerings in Latin America a program in Spain. Dr. Escala is currently serving as the program’s resident director, but plans to pass that responsibility on to other interested Spanish faculty in future years. The Memorandum of Understanding between OSU and UdC encourages the mutual exchange of faculty under the exchange program.

J. Demonstrates student interest and provides plans for student recruitment: There has been a steady flow of student interest since the program was first offered as a pilot program in ‘98-99. OSU has sent six students to Santander on the exchange program to date. The third-year college-level Spanish requirement limits the pool of qualified applicants, but it is expected that the numbers remain steady. The program will be advertised on campus along with other study abroad opportunities. OIE has a number of outreach activities planned throughout the academic year (Class visits, CONNECT, Beaver Open House, International Fair, etc.). Visits to second- and third-year Spanish classes are planned for winter term.

III. Student Housing Options

Full-year participants of the program have typically spent the first part of their stay with a Spanish homestay family and then found their own accommodations. The International Office at the UdC can assist students in finding suitable housing.

IV. Projected Cost

A. Student Budget: The goal and purpose of the exchange program are to keep the cost for the students as low as possible. Please refer to the attached cost sheet for a cost estimate. Outbound OSU student pay tuition minus fees. Incoming UdC students receive a tuition waiver but will pay OSU fees. Outbound OSU students will pay program administration fees of approximately $100 per term, plus a $50 application fee.

B. Departmental Budget: There is no departmental budget for the exchange program.

C. OIE administrative budget: No funds are built into the OIE budget for this program. OIE has recovered some costs through the $50 application fee and the administrative program fees. 

COST SHEET

2000-2001
Spain :  Universidad Cantabria
	ACADEMIC EXPENSES
	OR Resident
	OSU NON-RES

	OSU Tuition & Fees1
(fall 00, winter 01, spring 01)
	$2,694
	$11,538

	Program fees (includes institutional administration)
	300
	300

	ACADEMIC FEES
	$2,994
	$11,838


	ESTIMATED LIVING EXPENSES (These are not included in the OSU program fees.)2
	OR Resident
	OSU NON-RES

	Family homestay (per 5 week cycle: 80,000 psta @150= $534)
	$4750
	$4,750

	
	
	

	
	
	

	SUBTOTAL LIVING EXPENSES
	$4,750
	$4,750


	
	OR Resident
	OSU NON-RES

	TOTAL PROGRAM  EXPENSES
	$7,444
	$16,588


	ADDITIONAL EXPENSES3
(estimates)

	Round-trip Airfare
	$1,200

	Books and supplies
	$600

	Personal supplies, laundry
	$800

	Recreation, in-country travel, etc.
	$1,500


1Tuition rates have not yet been determined by the State Board of Higher Education for the 2000-2001 academic year.  You will be billed separately for any tuition differential in the fall. 

2 Room and board costs are based on estimates from the University of Cantabria.  Please note that participants pay the University in Spain directly for housing and miscellaneous expenses..  

3 These additional expenses are based upon information from the Universidad de Cantabria. This is a pilot program.

